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SCHOOL OF DESIGN 

MDES SOCIAL DESIGN 

 

A. PROPOSED RESTRUCTURE FOR 2019 Cohort 

 

The restructuring of the 5-semester MDes Social Design programme into a 4-semester 

version incorporates some of the following key points / concerns discussed during the 

10thBoS held on 31st October 2018:  

1. Clearly articulate elements in the course which constitute the core of social design  

2. Open up avenues for individual students to chart their own path within the 

programme 

3. Provide space for faculty to bring their expertise and research interest more fully 

into the programme structure and content 

4. Optimise faculty teaching load so that thesis supervision is improved 

5. Reduce the cost of the course which is leading to many students choosing other 

alternatives at AUD 

 

Alumni / Student feedback supported the 4 semester transition and highlighted significant 

contributions of the programme in comparison to a peer group learning environment from 

other design institutes. According to them one of the most significant inputs has been the 

conceptual / critical framework which has contributed to a more nuanced understanding of 

contemporary social and environmental issues,along withdesign research methods as they 

develop design skills and presentation techniques.Consultative meetings reaffirmed the 

need for social skills as a necessary component of a social designer because of emphasis on 

communityengagement as one of the key attributes of the programme. 

 

The proposed4 semester re-structuring of the MDes Social Design programme from the 

existing 5 semesters has two significant verticals (accounting for 12 credits per semester), 

one being the conceptual framework that constitutes the core of social designerin terms of 

critical understanding of the key issues defining the context they will operate within. This 

will primarily set apart under-graduate design students from their non-design colleagues. 

The second vertical being the studio will be a significant input for students with social 

science backgrounds and will allow greater flexibility for students as well as faculty to 
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develop long-terminterest.The other 8 credits per semester have been opened up for 

disciplinary as well as other electives so as to open up multiple avenues depending on 

individual orientation.    

 

The programme continues to explore the social applications of design to create more 

accessible, inclusive and sustainable public services and systems through participatory and 

collaborative design methods. The areas of focus that have emerged over the last 5 years 

include public health services, education, transit oriented systems, waste management, 

community networks and livelihoods pertaining to informal economies and critical 

evalution of the role of design within digital technologies in terms of social media, user 

interfaces and experiences, as well as privacy. 

 

The proposed structure aims to: 

x Considerably reduce the overall fee,which is becoming an important aspect for a lot 

of prospective students, making the programme more accessible 

x Offering customization / choice in the curriculum over the 4 semesters. 

x Possible Industry / Organizational collaborations (Action Aid, Water Aid, Centre for 

Internet and Society, Wikipedia, CKS, WWF, LEAD India, CPR, D-LABS at ISB, CURE, 

Conserve India,) 

x Reduce teaching load in the odd semester (Monsoon Semester) when Semester 

1,3,5 come together to a total load of 60 credits which is excessive to manage 

x Allows for faculty research interest to be nurtured via studios, design electivesand 

projects 

x Converting “Thesis” into Studio 

x Bring the programme at par with other Master programmes offered at AUDin 

terms of time and cost so that students will graduate along with the cohort admitted 

in other programmes instead of the present one-year delay 
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PROPOSED RE-STRUCTURE OF MDes (SOCIAL DESIGN) FOR 2019 COHORT 
 
SEMESTER CREDITS 4 CREDITS 8 CREDITS 4 CREDITS 4 
 CRITICAL FRAMEWORKS STUDIO DISCIPLINARY COMPETENCIES 

(DESIGN ELECTIVES) 
UNIVERSITY ELECTIVE 

     
1 AESTHETICS OF FORM & 

EXPERIENCE 
 
 
CORE 

SOCIAL DESIGN  
STUDIO I 
 
 
CORE 

x Learning To See 
x Materials and Processes 
x Introduction To Social Design 
x UI/UX 
 

 

     
2 UNDERSTANDING  

INTERSECTIONALITY 
 
 
CORE 

SOCIAL DESIGN  
STUDIO II 
 
 
CORE 

x Data Visualization 
x Project Management 
x Examining Urban & Rural 
x History of Design: Local & 

Global 

 

 Internship    
3 ECOLOGY, ENVIRONMENT & 

DEVELOPMENT  
 
 
CORE 

SOCIAL DESIGN  
STUDIO III 
 
 
CORE 

x Technology & Society 
x Media & Communication 
x Social Entrepreneurship 
x Emerging Theories of Design 
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DESIGN & DEMOCRACY 
 
 
 
CORE 

SOCIAL DESIGN  
STUDIO IV 
 
 
CORE 

x Reading the City 
x Architectural History 
x Information Technologies and 

Social Networks 
x Design Practice & Ethics 
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PROPOSED RE-STRUCTURE OF MDes (SOCIAL DESIGN) FOR 2019 COHORT (10TH BOS) 
 
SEMESTER CREDITS 4 CREDITS 4 CREDITS 8 CREDITS 4  
 SKILL COMPONENT CRITICAL FRAMEWORKS PRACTICE COMPONENT ELECTIVES WORKSHOP 
1 LEARNING TO SEE 

Storytelling and 
building narratives 
 
FOUNDATION 

DESIGN & DEMOCRACY 
 
 
 
CORE 

SOCIAL DESIGN  
STUDIO I 
Design Process  
 
CORE 

DESIGN RESEARCH 
METHODS & DATA 
VISUALISATION 
 
FOUNDATION 

SOFTWARE 
WORKSHOPS / 
MATERIALS WORKSHOP 
 
FOUNDATION 

      
2 USER EXPERIENCE 

 
 
 
 
CORE 

UNDERSTANDING  
INTERSECTIONALITY 
 
 
 
CORE 

SOCIAL DESIGN  
STUDIO II 
Public Services 
 
 
CORE 

UI – UX  
PRODUCT DESIGN 
EMERGING THEORIES OF 
DESIGN 
 
ELECTIVE 

PARTICPATORY / 
COLLABORATIVE DESIGN 
WORKSHOP  
 
 
CORE 

 Internship 
3 EXAMINING URBAN 

& RURAL 
 
 
 
CORE 

ECOLOGY, 
ENVIRONMENT & 
DEVELOPMENT  
 
 
CORE 

SOCIAL DESIGN  
STUDIO III 
Systems Thinking 
Policy Interface  
 
CORE 

GIS 
READING THE CITY 
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 
 
 
ELECTIVE 

SOCIAL 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
AND PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT 
 
CORE 
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FINAL PROJECT  
 
 
 
CORE 

 
 
 
 
ELECTIVE 

RESEARCH & WRITING 
WORKSHOP / DESIGN 
PRACTICE & ETHICS 
 
CORE 
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SOCIAL DESIGN STUDIO STRUCTURE 
 
SEM CREDITS 8     
  SOCIAL UNIT/SCALE SPATIAL UNIT STUDIO EXAMPLES DESIGN / TECHNICAL SKILLS 
1 SOCIAL DESIGN 

STUDIO I  
 

Household Street / Public Space 
 

Design interventions for 
Micro-enterprises / 
Local Economies 

x Design Process 
x Action Research 
x Qualitative &Quantitative Research 
x Participatory Methods 
x Costing / Budgeting 

2 SOCIAL DESIGN 
STUDIO II 
 
 
 

Community  Neighbourhood 
 

Identifying need based 
new service possibilities 
for AUD community 

x Stakeholder Mapping 
x Ecosystem Mapping  
x User / Worker Journey mapping 
x Service Blueprint 
x Business Model Canvas 

3 SOCIAL DESIGN 
STUDIO III  
 
 

Organization  District / City  
 

Mapping locality and 
neighbourhood for 
greater social inclusion 
 

x Systems Mapping  
x Research Design 
x Data Visualization 
x Co-Design Methods 
x Project proposal 

4 SOCIAL DESIGN 
STUDIO IV 
 
 

Integration of all courses and projects of 
preceding semestersto explore one of the 
following:  
Professional project 
Research project 
Entrepreneurial project 

Promoting sports 
amongst girls in low 
income neighbourhoods 
(Collaboration with 
NGO) 

x Project Documentation and reporting 
x Issue advocacy and campaign 
x Collaborating with subject experts 
x Project design and management 
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SOCIAL DESIGN STUDIO DETAILING  
 
EXAMPLE PATHWAYS OF DISCIPLINARY COMPETENCIES: 
 

1. Non-design student wishing to ‘major’ in Professional Design (job with an org): 
a. SEM 1: UI/UX 
b. SEM 2: Project Management 
c. SEM 3: Media and Communication 
d. SEM 4: Information Technologies and Social Networks 

 
2. Design student wishing to ‘major’ in Entrepreneurship (social innovator): 

a. SEM 1: Intro to Social Design 
b. SEM 2: Project Management 
c. SEM 3: Social Entrepreneurship 
d. SEM 4: Information technology and Social Networks 

 
3. Design student wishing to ‘major’ in Design Research/Research 

a. SEM 1: Emerging Theories of Design 
b. SEM 2: Reading the City / Examining Rural and Urban  
c. SEM 3: Technology and Society 
d. SEM 4: Architectural History 

 
FACULTY WORKLOAD DISTRIBUTION 
 
OPTION 1 – STUDIO (8) 
OPTION 2 – COURSE (4) + COURSE (4) 
OPTION 3 – SHARED STUDIO (4) + COURSE (4) 
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ANNEXURE A 
MDes SOCIAL DESIGN PROGRAMME STRUCTURE – 2014 (Cohorts 2016-19, 2017-20, 2018-21): 100 credits 5 SEMESTERS OVER 2 ½ YEARS 
 
SEMESTER CREDITS 4 CREDITS 4 CREDITS 8 CREDITS 4 
 SKILL SETS CRITICAL FRAMEWORKS SOCIAL DESIGN STUDIO  
1 LEARNING TO SEE 

 
 
FOUNDATION 

INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL 
DESIGN 
 
FOUNDATION 

DESIGN PROCESS 
 
 
CORE 

DESIGN RESEARCH METHODS 
 
 
CORE 

    ELECTIVES 
2 AESTHETICS OF FORM & 

EXPERIENCE 
 
 
CORE 

UNDERSTANDING  
INTER-SECTIONALITY 
 
 
CORE 

SERVICE DESIGN 
 
 
 
CORE 

MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATION  
MATERIAL AND PROCESSES  
 
ELECTIVE  

 INTERNSHIP 
3 DATA VISUALIZATION & 

INFORMATION MODELING 
 
CORE 

EXAMINING RURAL & URBAN 
 
CORE 

SYSTEMS DESIGN 
 
 
CORE 

UI / UX 
 
 
ELECTIVE 

     
4 DESIGN & DEMOCRACY 

 
 
 
CORE 

ECOLOGY, ENVIRONMENT & 
DEVELOPMENT  
 
 
CORE 

FINAL PROJECT –  
DOMAIN FORMULATION 
 
 
CORE 

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
READING THE CITY 
 
 
ELECTIVE  

5 FINAL PROJECT – IMPLEMENTATION 
 
 
CORE 

DESIGN PRACTICE AND 
ETHICS 
 
CORE 
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ANNEXURE B 
 

 

MDes SOCIAL DESIGN PROGRAMME STRUCTURE – 2014 ( Cohorts 2014-17 and 2015-18): 100 credits 5 SEMESTERS OVER 2 ½ YEARS 

 Design Cultures 
 

Form & Aesthetics Society Technology & 
Processes 

Research Design 
& Methods 

Electives 
Workshop 
Seminar 

Enterprise and 
Management 

Projects 

Semester 1 
 
 
 
20 Credits 

History of Design- 
Local & Global  
 
[2Credits]  
SDe2SD101 

Aesthetics of form 
and Experience-1 
 
 
[ 6 Credits] 
SDe2SD201 

Gender, Culture 
and Society 
 
 
[2 Credits] 
SDe2SD301 

 Research Design 
and Methods-1 
 
 
[2 Credits] 
SDe2SD501 

Rural Studies 
 
 
 
[2 credits] 
SDe2SD601 

 Social Studio-1 Design & Social 
 
 
 
[6 Credits] 
SDe2SD801 

Winter Break  
Semester 2 
 
 
 
20 Credits 

Emerging 
Theories of 
Design 
 
[4Credits] 
SDe2SD102 

Aesthetics of Form 
and Experience-2  
 
 
[4 Credits] 
SDe2SD202 

Technology & 
Society  
 
 
[2 Credits] 
SDe2SD302 

 Research Design 
& Methods 2 
 
 
[2 Credits] 
SDe2SD502 

Workshop/ 
Seminar 
[ 
 
2 Credits] 
SDe2SD602 

 Social Studio-2 Community 
Situated Design  
 
 
[6 Credits] 
SDe2SD802 

Summer Break  Internships (4 weeks)     [2 Credits]  SDe2SD103 
Semester 3 
 
 
20 Credits 
(incl. 
internship) 

 Aesthetics of form 
and experience-3 
 
 
[4 Credits] 
SDe2SD203 

 
 

Materials & 
Processes 
 
 
[2 Credits] 
SDe2SD403 

 Workshop/ 
Seminar 
 
 
[2 Credits] 
SDe2SD603 

Project Management  
 
 
 
[2 Credits] 
SDe2SD703 

Social Studio-3  Participatory 
Design- Processes in Service 
Design 
 
[8 Credits] 
SDe2SD803 

Winter Break  

Semester 4 
 
 
 
20 Credits 

  Ecology, 
environment & 
Development  
 
[2 Credits] 
SDe2SD304 

  
 

Workshop/ 
Seminar 
 
 
(4 Credits) 
SDe2SD604 

Social Entrepreneurship 
New Economies   
 
[4 Credits] 
SDe2SD704 

Social Studio-4  Systems Design 
Project 
 
 
[10 Credits] 
SDe2SD804 

Summer Break  Independent Study  (4 Credits)  SDe2SD505 
Semester 5 
 
20 Credits 

Design Ethics & 
Practice 
 
[2 Credits] 
SDe2SD105 

      Social Studio  Final project 
Thesis Project and Seminar   
 
 [14 Credits] 
SDe2SD805 

100 Credits                                                                                                                                                                                        
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ANNEXURE C 
 

MDes SOCIAL DESIGN PROGRAMME STRUCTURE AT INCEPTION 2013 – 110 credits, 5 SEMESTERS OVER 2 ½ YEARS 

 DesignCultures Aesthetic 
Vocabularies 

Society Technology& 
Processes 

DesignResearch Interdisciplinary Enterpriseand 
Management 

Projects 

Semester1 
 
 
 
 
 
21 credits 

HistoryofDesign-Local 
andGlobal 

 
 
 
 

[3 Credits]FN 

AestheticsofForma
nd ExperienceI 

 
 
 

[3Credits]FN 

Technology andSociety 
[2Credits]   FN 

DesignResearch 
MethodsI 

 
 
 

[4Credits] FN 

  SocialStudioI- 
SociallySituated Design 

 
 

[6Credits] 
SocialStudioSS 

 Materialsand 
Skills 
[3Credits] 
FN/WS 

WinterBreak RuralStudies(2Weeks)2 CreditsI 
Semester2 
 
 
 
 
23 credits 

Emerging 
TheoriesofDesi
gn 

 
 

[4 Credits]C 

AestheticsofForma
nd ExperienceII 

 
 

[3Credits]C 

 Materialsand 
Processes 

 
 
 

[3Credits]WS 

DesignResearch 
MethodsII 

 
 
 

[3Credits]C 

Genderand 
Cultures 
Socio-Economic 
andCultural 
HistoryofIndia 
[2Credits]C/E 

 SocialStudioII- 
CulturallySituatedDesign 

 
[6Credits] 
SocialStudioSS 

SummerBre
ak 

StudyofTraditionalKnowledgeEcologies(4weeks) 4CreditsI 
Semester3 
 
 
 
22 credits 

 Aestheticsof 
Formand 
ExperienceIII 

 
[4Credits]C 

InformationTechnologiesand 
SocialNetworks 

 
 

[2Credits]C 

 ModellingandDa
ta Visualisation 

 
 

[2Credits]E 

Project 
Management 

 
 

[4Credits]C 

SocialStudioIII- Participatory 
DesignProcessesinServiceDes
ign [6Credits] 
SocialStudioSS 

WinterBreak  

Semester4 
 

 
 
 

22 credits 

DesignFutures 
 
 

[4Credits]C 

 Ecology,Environment&Developm
ent-Critical 
TechnologyandSustainability 

 
[4Credits]C/E 

 Understanding 
Mediaand 
Communication 

 
[2Credits]C/E 

Social 
Entrepreneursh
ip andNew 
Economies 

 
[4Credits]C 

SocialStudioIV- 
SystemsDesign 

 
[6Credits] 
SocialStudioSS 

SummerBre
ak 

DesignThesisResearch [2Credits] I 
Semester5 
 
 
 
22 credits 

  Design 
Practice 
andEthics 
[2Credits]C 

 Project 
DissertationandSemi
nar 
[6Credits]D&SE 

Independent 
Study 

 
 

[4Credits]E 

 Finalproject 
Thesis 

 
[10Credits] 
SocialStudioSS 

110 credits         
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ANNEXURE D 
 
MDes Social Design TEACHING LOAD (Structure as of Cohort 2016-19, 2017-20, 2018-21) 
 
Monsoon Semester: August to November Winter Semester: January to April 
 Credits Teaching hours  Credits Teaching hours 
Sem 1 20 28 Sem 2 20 28 
Design Process Studio 8 16 Service Design Studio 8  
Learning to See 4 4 Aesthetics 4  
Design Research Methods 4 4 Intersectionality 4  
Intro to Social Design 4 4 Elective 4  
Sem 3 20 28 Sem 4 20 28 
Systems Design Studio 8 16 Final Project Studio 8  
Urban and Rural 4 4 Sustainability and Ecology 4  
Data Visualisation 2 2 Design and Democracy 4  
Internship 2 2 
Elective 4 4 Elective 4  
Sem 5 20 28    
Final Project 18     
Design Practice and Ethics 2     
   Undergraduate course 4  
 
Facultyworkload Distribution 
 
Per Semester: 10 credits 
 
Option 1 – Shared Studio (4) + Course (4) 
Option 2 – Course (4) + Course (4)       
Plus thesis - 2 credits – 2 hours 
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ANNEXURE E 
 
MDes Social Design TEACHING LOAD (Structure as of Cohort 2019-21) 
 
Monsoon Semester: August to November Winter Semester: January to April 
 Credits Teaching hours  Credits Teaching hours 
Sem 1 20 28 Sem 2 20 28 
Design Process Studio 8 16 Service Design Studio 8  
Aesthetics of Form & Exp. 4 4 Intersectionality 4  
Design Electives 4 4 Design Electives 4  
University Electives 4 4 University Electives 4  
Sem 3 20 28 Sem 4 20 28 
Systems Design Studio 8 16 Final Project Studio 8  
Sustainability and Ecology 4 4 Design and Democracy 4  
Design Electives 2 2 Design Electives 4  
University Electives 2 2 University Electives   
 
Faculty Workload Distribution 
 
Per Semester: 8 credits 
 
Option 1 – Studio (8) 
Option 2 – Course (4) + Course (4) 
Option 3 – Shared Studio (4) + Course (4) 
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MINUTES: 11th meeting of School of Design Board of Studies on 8 March at 2:00 pm at WS4 
11 messages 

 
Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in> Wed, Mar 13, 2019 at 1:16 PM 
To: Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan 
<nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com> 
Cc: Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati 
<venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Dear Colleagues 
 
I am sending you two documents with this email:  
- the minutes of the 11th BoS meeting and, for your reference,  
- a copy of the document which was circulated at the meeting.  
 
My colleagues told me about the wide-ranging discussions you had during the meeting and also of your support for the proposed 4-semester format of the 
MDes Social Design programme. Thank you very much for this. We hope to keep refining the content through reflection and consultation. 
 
If you have any suggestions about the minutes, please let us know. If not, please do send us your approval so that the remaining formalities required by 
the university can be initiated in time to implement the new programme  
format in the upcoming admission cycle. 
 
Once this process is concluded, our plans are to focus on envisioning the School of Design for which we already have many ideas. 
 
With best regards 
Suchitra 
 
 
 
 
On Thu, Mar 7, 2019 at 6:10 PM Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in> wrote: 
Dear Colleagues 
 
We are looking forward to tomorrow's discussions. Please note that the meeting will be at WS4, at 2:00 pm. 
Unfortunately, I will not be able to join the deliberations as I have been suddenly called away to Ahmedabad, where my father is very unwell.  
My colleagues will present the revised programme structure which has been prepared after several rounds of discussions after our last BoS meeting on 
31 October.  
I will catch up with the discussions as soon as possible. 

mailto:suchitra@aud.ac.in
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Should you have any queries, please contact Divya at 9811326974. 
 
Many thanks for your support 
Best regards 
Suchitra 
 
 
 
On Mon, Mar 4, 2019 at 5:30 PM Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in> wrote: 
Dear Colleagues  
As Friday, 8 March, 2:00 to 4:00 pm is convenient to most of you, I am writing to confirm this as the time for our meeting.  
 
I will be in touch with more details soon. 
Regards  
 
Suchitra  
 
On Thu, 28 Feb 2019 at 9:17 PM, Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in> wrote: 
Dear Colleagues on the Board of Studies (and Jatin as Special invitee) 
 
Since our last meeting on 31October 2018, the School of Design faculty members have been trying to respond to the issues flagged by all of you with 
regard to streamlining the 5-semester MDes Social Design programme into a 4-semester version which would: 
- clearly articulate elements in the course which constitute the core of social design  
- open up avenues for individual students to chart their own path within the programme 
- provide space for faculty to bring their expertise and research interest more fully into the programme structure and content 
- optimise faculty teaching load so that thesis supervision is improved 
- reduce the cost of the course which is leading to many students choosing other alternatives at AUD 
 
After much conversation and after returning to the drawing board several times, we now have a 4-semester structure which we would again like to present 
to you. Would you have time in early March on the following possible days: 
 
Friday, March 8, 2:00 -4:00 pm 
or 
Saturday, March 9, 10:00 am - 12:00 noon  
 
Looking forward to hearing from you 

mailto:suchitra@aud.ac.in
mailto:suchitra@aud.ac.in
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Suchitra 
 
 
2 attachments 

  
11th BoS Meeting_MDes Social Design.pdf 
447K 

 

 

  
FINAL_Minutes 11th BoS.pdf 
195K 

 

 
 

 

 
Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in> Wed, Mar 13, 2019 at 7:58 PM 
To: Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, SANTHOSH S 
<santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra 
<divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD 
<arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Dear Suchitra 
Thank you for sharing the final minutes of BOS meeting. I am fine with its content. Please consider this mail as my approval of the minutes. 
 
Regards 
Nakkeeran 
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Kmenonsen . <kmenonsen@gmail.com> Wed, Mar 13, 2019 at 8:00 PM 
To: Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH S 
<santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra 
<divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD 
<arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Ditto - I am fine with this. 
 
KALYANI 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=facfc98025&view=att&th=169760445992abaf&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_jt6we3400&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=facfc98025&view=att&th=169760445992abaf&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_jt6wfh4o1&safe=1&zw
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KALYANI MENON-SEN  
Feminist Learning Partnerships 
J-1229 Palam Vihar 
Gurgaon 122017 INDIA 
 
 

 
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Suresh <suresh@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 7:35 AM 
To: "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com> 
Cc: Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin 
Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra 
<divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD 
<arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

I am fine with the minutes.  
 
Best wishes, 
Suresh 
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 7:37 AM 
To: "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH S 
<santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra 
<divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Thanks, I am fine with this too. 
Arvind Lodaya 
Visiting Professor, School of Design AUD 
Innovation & Brand Strategist, Bangalore 
[Quoted text hidden] 
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Santhosh S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 8:18 AM 
To: Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-
mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean 
SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, 
Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

I am fine with the minutes. Please consider this mail as my approval of the minutes. 
[Quoted text hidden] 
--  
Santhosh S. 
Assistant Professor 
School of Culture and Creative Expressions 
Ambedkar University, Delhi 

 

 
Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 8:24 AM 
To: SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Arvind Lodaya <arvind@aud.ac.in>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, Suchitra 
Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, 
amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati 
<venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

I am fine with the minutes.  
 
 

[Quoted text hidden] 
 

 
Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 12:35 PM 
To: suchitra@aud.ac.in 
Cc: SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya <arvind@aud.ac.in>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan 
<nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati 
<amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in>, 
khushbu@aud.ac.in 
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Dear Suchitra, 
 
Thank you for sharing the minutes of the meeting. They are fine with me. 
 
warm regards, 
Divya  
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 12:37 PM 
To: suchitra@aud.ac.in 
Cc: SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya <arvind@aud.ac.in>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan 
<nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati 
<amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in>, 
khushbu@aud.ac.in 

Dear Suchitra, 
 
Thank you for sharing the minutes of the meeting. They are fine with me. 
 
warm regards, 
Divya  
 
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 1:26 PM 
To: Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya <arvind@aud.ac.in>, "Kmenonsen ." 
<kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, 
Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in>, 
khushbu@aud.ac.in 

Dear all 
 
I approve minutes 
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Kindly 
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 1:29 PM 
To: Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH 
S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Dean SD <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra 
<divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD 
<arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Minutes approved. 
Jatin Bhatt 
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Addendum: MINUTES: 11th meeting of School of Design Board of Studies on 8 March at 2:00 pm at WS4 
8 messages 

 
Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 5:33 PM 
To: Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Dean School of Design <deansd@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan 
<nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Khushbu 
Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey 
<nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Dear All, 
 
The following point was omitted due to an over-sighted, I request you all to have a look at the text mentioned below. This has been updated in the 
minutes on page 4. Since Suchitra has been tied up with her father's health, I have made the changes on her behalf.   
 

d)      In the final semester a student will have the choice of a ‘school’ or a ‘university’ elective to lighten the load. The balance 4 credits will be 
earmarked for internship which was non-credited in the proposal submitted. 
 

Thanks and regards, 
Divya 
-- 
Divya Chopra 
Programme Coordinator 
, MDes (Social Design) 
 
Assistant Professor, 
  
School of Design, 
Ambedkar University Delhi 

 
 

  
11th BoS _ Final Minutes.pdf 
202K 

 

 

 

 
Kmenonsen . <kmenonsen@gmail.com> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 5:41 PM 
To: Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in> 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=facfc98025&view=att&th=1697c164f3477506&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_jt8l3iqm0&safe=1&zw
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Cc: Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Dean School of Design <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti 
<imchishti@hotmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit 
krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya | School of 
Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Noted. Yes to this. 
 
 
KALYANI MENON-SEN  
Feminist Learning Partnerships 
J-1229 Palam Vihar 
Gurgaon 122017 INDIA 
 
 

 
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 6:22 PM 
To: "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com> 
Cc: Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in>, Dean School of Design <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, 
Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan 
<nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal 
Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com> 

Thanks for taking care of this Divya; I remember you had mentioned it to me on Saturday when you briefed me on the discussions at the BoS. 
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 7:51 PM 
To: Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Dean School of Design <deansd@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan 
<nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Khushbu 
Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Fine by me. 
[Quoted text hidden] 
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Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in> Thu, Mar 14, 2019 at 8:38 PM 
To: Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Dean School of Design <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti 
<imchishti@hotmail.com>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit 
krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya | School of 
Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Noted and approved 
 
Nakkeeran 
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in> Fri, Mar 15, 2019 at 2:17 PM 
To: Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Dean School of Design <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Jatin Bhatt 
<jatin@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in>, 
Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Arvind Lodaya | School of Design 
AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Noted and approved! 
[Quoted text hidden] 

 

 
Santhosh S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in> Fri, Mar 15, 2019 at 3:19 PM 
To: Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Dean 
School of Design <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti <imchishti@hotmail.com>, "Kmenonsen ." 
<kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in>, Arvind 
Lodaya | School of Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

  
. Noted and approved.  
[Quoted text hidden] 
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Khushbu Dublish <khushbu@aud.ac.in> Fri, Mar 15, 2019 at 3:30 PM 
To: SANTHOSH S <santhoshs@aud.ac.in> 
Cc: Venugopal Maddipati <venugopal@aud.ac.in>, Nakkeeran Nanjappan <nakkeeran@aud.ac.in>, Divya Chopra <divyachopra@aud.ac.in>, Suchitra 
Balasubrahmanyan <suchitra@aud.ac.in>, Dean School of Design <deansd@aud.ac.in>, Jatin Bhatt <jatin@aud.ac.in>, Iftikhar-mulk Chishti 
<imchishti@hotmail.com>, "Kmenonsen ." <kmenonsen@gmail.com>, Suresh Babu <suresh@aud.ac.in>, amit krishn gulati <amitkrishn@yahoo.com>, 
Arvind Lodaya | School of Design AUD <arvind@aud.ac.in>, Nishant Massey <nishant@aud.ac.in> 

Noted and approved 
[Quoted text hidden] 
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Ambedkar University Delhi 

School of Design (SDes) 

 

Minutes of 11th Meeting of the Board of Studies held on 8March 2019 

 

The 11th meeting of the Board of Studies of the School of Design was held on8 March 

2019 from 2:00 pmto 4:00 pm at WS4 Design Studio, School of Design, Ambedkar 

University, Delhi (AUD), Kashmere Gate. 

 

The following members were present: 

1. Prof. I.M.Chishti  

2. Ms Kalyani Menon Sen 

3. Dr. Nakkeeran Nanjappan 

4. Dr. Suresh Babu 

5. Mr. Santhosh S 

6. Dr. Venugopal Maddipati 

7. Ms. Divya Chopra 

8. Ms. Khushbu Dublish 

9. Prof Jatin Bhatt (Special Invitee) 

10. Prof. Arvind Lodaya (Special Invitee) 

 

Mr. Amit Krishn Gulati conveyed his inability to attend the meeting due to a previous 

commitment.  

Prof. Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan, Dean, School of Design was not able to attend because oflast-

minute travel due to a medical crisis in the family.   

 

The meeting had asingle agenda item: 

1. Revisedprogramme structure of MDes Social Design programme (revision from 5-semester 

format to 4 semesters) incorporating suggestions from the 10th BoSwith regard to 

streamlining the 5-semester MDes Social Design programme into a 4-semester version 

which were as follows: 

a. clearly articulate elements in the course which constitute the core of social design  

b. open up avenues for individual students to chart their own path within the programme 

c. provide space for faculty to bring their expertise and research interest more fully into 

the programme structure and content 
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d. optimise faculty teaching load so that final project supervision is improved 

e. reduce the cost of the course which is leading to many students choosing other 

alternatives at AUD 

 

The meeting started with a welcome to the members and introduction of Prof. Arvind 

Lodaya, visiting professor as part of the faculty team of the School of Design as well as 

Ms. Khushbu Dublish, who joined the faculty team last semester. 

 

Following the welcome, a quick recap wasprovided on the previous BoS deliberations 

and some of the key concerns with respect to the proposal for streamlining the 5-

semester MDes Social Design programme into a 4-semester programme.The meeting 

began with circulation of the background note and the previously-presented version of 

the program. The 10th BoS feedback as well as student inputs received were also shared 

with the members present.  

 

The revised iteration of the program was presented that incorporates almost all 

concerns and suggestions, without losing substantial content from the original. 

Following key points of the revised version were highlighted:  

a) Tightening the 'Core' content to 8 essential courses – 4 thematic studios (aligned to faculty 

interests, expertise and research areas) of 8 credits each, one in each of the four semesters 

and 4 ‘conceptual frameworks’ courses of 4 credits each, one in each of the four semester. 

Thus, each semester would have one core studio and one core conceptual frameworks 

course totalling 12 credits out of the semester total of 20 credits. 

b) The above arrangement of core courses would achieve the following:  

- An entrant with a social science background would get a core design training through 

Studios coupled with a social design conceptual orientation through the conceptual 

frameworks core course. 

- An entrant with a design background would get be introduced to a social design practice 

through Studios coupled with a social design conceptual orientation through the 

conceptual frameworks core course. 

c) The remaining 8 credits of the semester would consist of School and University 

electivesallowing students more flexibility in curating their own pathways through the 

programme; a student with a non-design background could choose design electives offered 

by the School to strengthen design abilities and the design student could strengthen social 
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science approaches through university electives. Students of both backgrounds would also 

have choice of conceptual design electives offered by faculty, emanating from their own 

expertise and research areas. 

d) This arrangement would enable faculty to advance their research interests through thematic 

Studios in each semester and School electives 

e) All the courses in the present 5-semester programme have been retained though they have 

been repositioned in the 4-semester structure as ‘Core’ and ‘School elective’ offerings 

f) By reducing one semester, thereby eliminating a final 5th semester where academic 

requirements of three batches, totalling 60 credits, had to be managed, faculty teaching 

load has been optimised so that final project supervision is improved 

g) The earlier thesis format has been re-structured as a final studio with space for students to 

explore and define a 'final project' based on their subsequent career aspiration in one of the 

three streams: Professional, Research orEntrepreneurialemphasis as emerging from the 

student feedback sessions and graduate employment trends so far. 

h) The 'final studio' has been re-framed with greater structured transaction so that students 

can manage their time and work in a more professional manner. As faculty would not have 

to teach three batches any longer, they would be able to give better time to the final 

project, enabling students to finish in a timely manner (as opposed to the present delay of 

12-18 months). 

i) The reduction of a semester would reduce the cost of the programme by 20% and align 

MDes Social Design with other 4-semester Master programs of the University such that our 

cohorts too would enter and exit with other programmes 

 

A few of the members remarked that the end of 5 years since the inception of the 

programme in 2013 is a good time for a program review. They observed that the 

proposed revised iteration had a clear structure and the programme made sense just by 

looking at it. It was stressed that studio projects should remain the key pedagogy. 

Faculty could undertake consultancy work aligned to studio thematic. One of the 

members advised bringing in adjunct or contract faculty to balance workload (as at 

present, the School of Design has only 4 faculty members against a sanctioned strength 

of 8).  

 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the key changes proposed in the revised programme 

structure were summarized as follows: 
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a) Moving from five semesters to a four semester MDes Social Design 

b) Reducing 'Core' component to 12 credits per semester (one Studio course of 8 credits and 

one conceptual frameworks course of 4 credits), with 8 credits of electives (one School 

elective and one University elective of four credits each) 

c) Recasting the ‘Final thesis project’ project as a ‘Studio’ project. 

d) Providing students an option to choose Professional, Research or Entrepreneurship theme 

for the final studio 

e) Emphasising community engagement and participation as central learning of the program 

 

The BoS members accepted the proposal and encouraged faculty to keep evolving the 

programme structure and content via reflection and consultation. 

 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks. 

 

 

Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan
Dean, School of Design


